xyt pleafant conceited Come die: 

Consider what you firft: did fwcare vnto? 

To faft, to ft tidy, and to fee no woman : 

Flat treaion gainft the kingly ftate of youth* 1 
Say, Can you faft. ? your ftomacks are too young ? 
And abftincnce ingenders maladies. 

And where thatyou haue vowd to ftud-.e (Lordes) 
In that each of you haue forfworne his Booke. 

Can you ftill dreame and poare and thereon lookc. 
For when would you my Lord,or you, or you, 
Haue found the ground of Studies excellence. 
Without thebeautic ofa womans face? 

From womens eyes this doflrinc t deriue. 

They are the Ground,the Bookes.the Achadems, 
From whence doth (pringthc true Tromtbem fire. 
Why vntuerfall plodding poyfons vp 
T he nimble fpirites in the arteries. 

As motion and long during aftion tyres 
T he ftnnowy vigour of the trauaylcr. 

Now for not looking on a womans face. 

You haue in that forfworne the vfe of eyes? 

And ftudie too,thc caufer of your vow. 

For where is any Authour in the worlde, 

T eaches fuch beautie as a womas eye: 

Learning is but an adiunfl to our felfe. 

And where we are, our Learning likewifeis. 

Then when our fclues we fee in Ladies eyes. 

With our fclues* 

Do we not likewife fee our learning there? 

Owe haue made a Vow to ftudie, Lordes, 

And in that Vow we haue forfworne our Bookcst 
For w hen would you(my Leedge)oryou, or you? 

3 n leaden contemplation haue found out 
Such fierie Numbers as the prompting eyes, 
Ofbeaatis tutors haue inritcht you with: 
Otherflow Artes intircly kcepe the braine? 

And therefore finding barraine praciizers, 

Scarce fhew a harueft of their heauie toyle. 


A. called Lorn Labor s loji. 

But Louc-firft learned in a Ladies eyes. 

Lines not alone emured in ihc braine? 

But with the motion of all elamentes, - 
Courtes as fwift as drought ineuery power. 

And giues to enery power a donb-e powers 
Abnue their fun&ionsand their offices. 

It addes'a precious feeing to dre eye: 

A Loucrs eyes w>llg« l2c an E a gh bhr< e. 

A Louers eare will heare the loweft round/ 

When the iulpitious head of theft is ftopt* . 

Lottes feeling is more foft and fenfiblc,_ _ 

Then aie the” tender hornesof Cockled Snayles* ^ 

Loues tongue proues diinuc^achus groue in talte. 
For Valoure, is not Loue a Hercules? 

Still clyming trees in the llcjpcrides. 

Subtle as Sphinx^ a# Iwcete and inuncall. 

As bright Affolos Lute, lining with his haire* 

And when Loue fpcakes,thc voyce of all the Goddes, 
Make heauen drowfie with the harmonic, 

Neuer durft: Poet touch a pen to write, 

Vntill his Incke were tempred with Loucs fighes ! 

O then his lines would rauifh fauagecares, 
Andpluunn Tyrants milde humilitic* 

From women* cyesthis doftrine I deriue* 

They fparcle ftill the right promethean fier, ^ 
They are the Bookes,the Artes,the Achademes, 
That fhew,containe, and nourifti all the worlde. 

Els none at all in ought proues excellent. 

Then foolesyou were,th?fe Women toforfwcare: 

Or keeping what is fworne.you will prouc fooles. 

For Wifedomes fake, a worde that all men loue? 
Orfor Louesfake,a worde thatloues all men* 

Or for Mens fake, the authour of thefe Women? 

Or Womens fake, by whom we Men arc Men* 

Lets vs once loofe out othes to finde our ielues. 

Or els we toofc our felues, to keepe our othes: 

It is Relieion to be thus forfworne* 

* 3 
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